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Abstract. When travelling through the Basque Country you can realize that there is very differential distribution of the pinus radiata plantation if we compare the different provinces. There are many plantations of this species with high densities, in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa, while Alava is still much more natural and diverse in terms of forests. 
The goal of this proposal is a revision of the historical factors which have made the existance of these plantations and the differential distribution of them along the Basque Country. I will evaluate which have been the years when some crucial events helped this to happen; I will check if there have been differential power distributions which have caused this issue, ecological, economical or social factors as well as if there is any connection with the civil war and the policies made before and after this event. 
I hope I will contribute to previous works on the analysis of the predominant thoughts, as capitalism, which affected in a strong way on why one direction of the history was chosen instead of other possible alternatives, the different actors involved along the time and the accumulation by dispossession occurred, as well as the social movements involved or how some historical rights, as the Fueros, shaped it differentially. On the other hand, I hope I also contribute on a critical analysis of nowadays´administration´s role, the different perceptions of the various actors involved in the forest world.
My research is focused on: On one hand, How did the landscape of the Basque Country look like before all these plantations started? When and Why did this change? Analysis of the principal actors involved in this change. Then, the evolution, the political and economical events which affected the plantations, the role of the public different stakeholders: Municipality (Fueros), Autonomic (Diputaciones) and State, as well as the reactions of the social actors along the history. Finally, I will do an analysis of the current situation, the economical, social and ecological consequences and the different perceptions of the role of the Public Administration.
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1. SCIENTIFIC BACKGROUND
It is well known that the origin of the Pinus radiata is the Central Coast of California, however this species is widely distributed in all over the world. 

Basque people, along their history, have always had an intense relation with the forest as reflected in the shields of the territories of Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa.
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Another visible example is the term of "arboles junteros", as for example the oak of Gernika, whose name originated from the fact that they were the place for the meetings during the ancient times.

A question which brings my attention is that, as Mario Michel states in his thesis called El pino radiata en la historia forestal vasca. Análisis de un proceso de forestalismo intensivo, why between 1878 and 1996 in the public mountains were 46.000 ha of conifers, out of which the 48% were pinus radiata, which have occupied the bald areas or the “trasmochos” of oaks and beeches and even the areas of bushes and pastures, lands traditionally used for extensive cattle.
The density of the trees has also changed due to the different way of setting the plantations, from extensive to intensive. The private sector is specially affected by this change.The farmers entered progressively in this sector attracted by the economical rentability of the plantations,  though they used to combine the plantations with industrial jobs. What in the past were “abandoned” areas changed to plantation areas. 
During the last decades, there has been presure of some social sectors because of the change of the lanscape of the territory
.
My motivating questions are:

· Why did the forest change? Which was the key to think on this possibility for he first time?

· Which has been the way of thinking which has dominated along the history and brings us to the current situation?

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT
It is a historical review of the presence of Pinus radiata along the Basque history. I will do a chronological series of the main events which affected to these plantations and I will evaluate how the socio-economic-political situation at each period was and what the current situation is.
The chronological boundaries of my project span from the s.XIX, when the first experiences on foresting conifers started, according to different sources among which the thesis of Mario Michel, 2006, until nowadays.
The places are mainly the territories of Bizkaia and Araba as there is a high contrast in the landscape. There is also a personal component, as I was born at the border between these territories, which partly is affected by these plantations but still conserve the original vegetation. Living in this area, I also have more access to more testimonial relates.
I think that it is important to add at the beginning of the project some definitions in order to understand it better, as for example, public, private and estatal mountains.

After the fast review of information, I will add more and more specific questions to the research project:
1- Which was the potential vegetation of the Basque Country and how did basque people use it? Was it under threat or did basque have a sustainable management of their ancient forest?

2- Who, when, why and how was the first plantation of pinus radiata introduced in the Basque Country?

3- How the different wars affected to this kind of plantations and who was in charge of this source before, during and after the wars had occured?

4- Role of Fueros, Diputaciones and State along the studied period.

5- When did this kind of plantations expand and why?

6- Was there any ecological factor which affected the plantations speacially? If yes, did this make stakeholders think about any change in the management?

7- Deep analysis of the territory of Alava

8- When did the associations emerge and what was their role?

9- Analysis of the effects of 1971´s economical crisis.
10- Influence of the capitalist thoughts

11- Influence of the Church

12- Protest groups, their ideology, pressure or power.

13- Current situation. Economical, Social and Ecological situation. Different perceptions of the role of the Administration.

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT
The final result of my research will be a paper entitled Pinus radiata plantations in the Basque Country. I hope any person who reads it, will have a complete perception of the reality seen everyday. I will understand the history in the highest sense possible; I mean, I will try to bring together the more different points of view the better of how these plantations and why these plantations were introduced and settled in the Basque Country.

I will try to link the historical factors with some currents of thinking as capitalism (Adán de Yarza family´s beginning and some favoring incentives for some groups, as accumulation by dispossession examples), political events as Franco´s dictatorship, economical rentability, in summary deep changes in the history which make us understand better the current reality of the place. I am aware that there are others and very good environmental history works but I hope I will add deeper understanding in the sense of phylosophical reasons as well as some other contributions to make these works more complete, as well as a study of the recent perceptions of the Basque Administration´s role.
4. METHODOLOGIES
I will ask myself the key questios and based on this I will do a list of the sources where I think I can reply to my questions. 
I will check if all this information exists through libraries, official services (Diputación, catastro mainly, Government...), forestry labor unions, associations, private entities as wood enterprises, families, ecologist groups, as well as scientific works as thesis, or scientific journals. Also through newspaper of some critical years.
I believe that during this process I will be aware of more sources which initially I did not take into account, through making the questions to different actors.

I think, once I see when the plantations started, I will be able to design the complete period of the study.
It is also very important to define a political-economic-cultural and ecological frame for the period of the study, this will allow me understand better and make a better job in the sense that the social or ecological changes (as plagues, fires, frozens...), the political changes (wars), or the economical changes (introduction in the European Union, 1971´s crisis etc.) will explain the new policies and the differential incentives along the territories.

Once I have the information, I will have to order it in a chronological way and do summaries for each differential period. I must learn to summarize.

I am also aware that it would be better if I reduce the scale of the project to the territories of Alava and Bikaia, to make it easier.

I am aware of the difficulty of getting the information, as along the history, the management of forest has been in different hands: Councils (Foral), Autonomic and State.

I assume that I will have to contrast the more information, the better, and in case there are different answers for the same question I will must reflect it on the project showing the source of that information.

Sources:

Primary sources:

- Written sources: Public administrations, private sources, newspapers

- Oral sources: Larrea family, speechs with labor unions, associations, ecologist groups, official administration

-Graphic sources: Ortophotos of the public mountains of Bizkiai in a long scale of time.

Secondary sources:

- Articles of thecnic journals.

- Official statistics

Questionnary of the interviews:

- Why do you think there are so many pines in the Basque Country?


- Do you think that there are more in the territory of Bizkaia than in Alava?, if yes, why 
do you think it is like this?


- When, how and why did you start planting pines?


- Since when do you think these plantations are common in this region?


- Would you underline any political-economical issue for this proccess?


- How is the situation now?
Methodological scheme

5. EXPECTED RESULTS

Below is a scheme of the different parts of the expected paper:
1. Background

a. Characteristics of the pinus radiata

b. Characteristics of the forest before the introduction of the pinus radiata. 

Their use and state.

If we look at the s.XIX, we can see that Basque farmers were traditionally, farmers, ranchers and foresters at the same time. The old forest activity was already in crisis and damaged due to a lost of market and because of a capitalism thought domination which had as consequences the impossibility of the natural regeneration of the trees, from which some of the reasons were: ranchers pressure and continuous extractions of organic matter.

The marine character of the Basque market also called to species inexistent in the Basque coast for the construction of ships which had to be taken from the Pyrenees or from other latitudes. Apart from this, there were also influences of the rising silviculture from central Europe and their strategy of using conifers to regenerate damaged forests.

i. Precursor phase (1815-1878): linked to Adán de Yarza Family.

In 1978, this family did the first experiment parcel to check the adaptation characteristics of pinus radiata species.
Based on a “rural and Basque” ideology and thank to their status (economical and power position), this family was able to convince the rest that they had found an alterative to the needs of the market at that moment (to replace the vegetal coal for train rails, for siderurgy´s and miner´s demand) and to the exodus from the rural areas

ii. Foral Phase (1879-1956): related to the impulse given by the Foral Diputaciones.

They facilitated the process in order to “recover degradated forest areas and to capitalize the territory”. More than control they gave incentives and promote an intensive forestalism. The paper enterprise was made stronger as consequences of these plantations and viceversa, it was a reciprocal benefit.

iii. Expansive Phase(1957-1973): linked with the policy of Franco´s regime, the State’s Forestry Patrimony was given a lot of autonomy and many economical resources fo the promotion of this way of silviculture. This moment was also characterized by the freedom of the private’s sectors; later the environmental consequences of this no control were seen.

iv. Responding Phase mainly linked with the response of the ecologist groups with a mix of influences. 
Since the 20s some worries were latent due to the change of the landscape, mainly people from urban areas had this concern. The pine was also seen as an invader and it was related with Franco´s invasion, for some groups there was a mix of socio-political perceptions. On another hand, the ecologist groups referred to the damages to the ecosystem. In general, the 40% of the society had a bad image of this intensive plantations and it had some consequences in the new policies of  Diputaciones and Basque Government. Anyway, the market power was more relevant in the sense that the areas of pines plantations did not change because the demand persisted. It is also relevant that there was a high lack of communication between the anti-pine groups (urban excursionist, ecologist…) and the forestalists.
v. Autonomic phase related with the return of the forestry competittions to the Basque Government. External markets appear at the end of the 80s and at the beginning of the 90s, there is a globalization of the market of the wood. It changed from an individualistic, deregulated and based on the ignorance system at the beginning of the s.XIX to be a cluster, regulated and on the base of wide knowledge system.
2. Current situation. 


Ecological, social and economical consequences. 


Different perceptions of the actors (farmers, stockbreeder, scientifics...) involved about 
the role of the public Administration: The role of Administration is critized by most of the actors involved: scientifics, forestalists... 
3. Discusion

4. Conclusions
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